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About the Artists

Jason Robert Brown is the ultimate multi-hyphenate —
an equally skilled composer, lyricist, conductor,
arranger, orchestrator, director, and performer—best
known for his dazzling scores to several of the most
renowned musicals of our time, including the
generation-defining The Last Five Years (revived on

Photo: Joe MazzaBravelix  Broadway in 2025 with Nick Jonas and Adrienne
Warren); his debut song cycle Songs for a New World; and the seminal
Parade, winner of the 1999 Tony Award for Best Score and the 2023
Tony for Best Revival of a Musical.

s

Brown has been hailed as “one of Broadway’s smartest and most
sophisticated songwriters since Stephen Sondheim” (Philadelphia
Inquirer), and his “extraordinary, jubilant theater music” (Chicago
Tribune) has been heard all over the world, whether in one of the
hundreds of productions of his musicals every year or in his own
incendiary live performances. Brown’s score for The Bridges of Madison
County, a musical adapted with Marsha Norman from the bestselling
novel, received two Tony Awards (for Best Score and Orchestrations).
Honeymoon in Vegas, based on Andrew Bergman'’s film, opened on
Broadway in 2015 following a triumphant production at Paper Mill
Playhouse. A film version of his epochal Off-Broadway musical The Last
Five Years was released in 2015, starring Anna Kendrick and Jeremy
Jordan and directed by Richard LaGravenese. His major musicals as
composer and lyricist include 73, written with Robert Horn and Dan



Elish, which opened on Broadway on 2008 and became a celebrated
Netflix musical in 2022; The Last Five Years, which was cited as one of
Time Magazine’s 10 Best of 2001 and won Drama Desk Awards for Best
Music and Best Lyrics (and was later directed by the composer in its
record-breaking Off-Broadway run at Second Stage Theater in 2013);
Parade, written with Alfred Uhry and directed by Harold Prince, which
won both the Drama Desk and New York Drama Critics’ Circle Awards
for Best New Musical, as well as garnering Brown the Tony Award

for Original Score; and Songs for a New World, a theatrical song cycle
directed by Daisy Prince, which has since been seen in hundreds of
productions around the world since its 1995 Off-Broadway debut,
including a celebrated revival at New York’s City Center in the summer
of 2018. Parade was also the subject of two major revivals: the first,
directed by Rob Ashford, at London’s Donmar Warehouse and then at
the Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles; and the second, Michael Arden’s
Tony-winning 2023 Broadway production starring Ben Platt and Micaela
Diamond. In 2022, Brown collaborated with comedy legend Billy

Crystal on a Broadway musical of Mr. Saturday Night with lyrics by
Amanda Green and a book by Lowell Ganz and Babaloo Mandel. Brown
conducted his orchestral adaptation of E.B. White’s novel The

Trumpet of the Swan with the National Symphony Orchestra and
recorded the score for PS Classics. Last year saw the premieres of two
new JRB shows: The Connector, created with Jonathan Marc Sherman
and Daisy Prince, which completed a triumphant run at New York’s
MCC Theater; and Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evil, written with
Taylor Mac based on John Berendt’s book and directed by Rob Ashford,
currently in preparation for its Broadway premiere after playing at
Chicago’s Goodman Theatre.

Brown is the winner of the 2018 Louis Auchincloss Prize, the 2002
Kleban Award for Outstanding Lyrics, and the 1996 Gilman &
Gonzalez-Falla Foundation Award for Musical Theatre. Brown’s songs,
including the cabaret standard “Stars and the Moon,” have been
performed and recorded by Ariana Grande, Jennifer Nettles, Brandi
Carlile, Audra McDonald, Kristin Chenoweth, Billy Porter, Betty Buckley,
Renée Fleming, Jon Hendricks, and many others.

As a soloist or with his band, Brown has performed concerts around
the world, including his solo debut at Carnegie Hall in 2024 and a sold-



out performance at the London Palladium with Cynthia Erivo. For six
years, his monthly performances at New York’s SubCulture featured
many of the music and theater world’s most extraordinary performers,
including a star-studded concert at Town Hall with Stephen Sondheim,
which can be heard on the Concord release Jason Robert Brown and
Stephen Sondheim: Live in Concert. His previous collection, Coming
from Inside the House, featuring Ariana Grande and Shoshana Bean,
commemorates the final SubCulture concert, recorded remotely during
the pandemic. His other albums, How We React and How We Recover
and Wearing Someone Else’s Clothes are available from Ghostlight/
Sh-K-Boom Records. Brown’s 2012 concert with Anika Noni Rose was
broadcast on PBS, and he was the featured soloist for an episode of
BBC Radio’s long-running Friday Night Is Music Night, broadcast live from
the London Palladium and featuring the BBC Concert Orchestra. His
collaboration with singer Lauren Kennedy, Songs of Jason Robert
Brown, is available on PS Classics. Brown is also the composer of the
incidental music for the Broadway revival of You Can’t Take It with You,
David Lindsay-Abaire’s Kimberly Akimbo and Fuddy Meers, and Kenneth
Lonergan’s The Waverly Gallery, and he was a Tony Award nominee for
his contributions to the score of Urban Cowboy the Musical. He has
also contributed music to the hit Nickelodeon television series The
Wonder Pets, as well as Sesame Street. Brown spent ten years
teaching at the USC School of Dramatic Arts and has also taught

at Harvard University, Princeton University, and Emerson College.

For the musical Prince of Broadway, a celebration of the career of

his mentor Harold Prince, Brown was the musical supervisor and
arranger. Other New York credits as conductor and arranger include
Urban Cowboy the Musical on Broadway; Dinah Was, Off-Broadway
and on national tour; When Pigs Fly off-Broadway; William Finn’s A New
Brain at Lincoln Center Theater; the 1992 tribute to Stephen Sondheim
at Carnegie Hall (recorded by RCA Victor); Yoko Ono’s New York Rock
at the WPA Theatre; and Michael John LaChiusa’s The Petrified Prince
at the Public Theater. Brown orchestrated Andrew Lippa’s john and jen,
Off-Broadway at Lamb’s Theatre. Additionally, Brown served as the
orchestrator and arranger of Charles Strouse and Lee Adams’s score
for a proposed musical of Star Wars. Brown has conducted and created
arrangements and orchestrations for Liza Minnelli, John Pizzarelli, and
Michael Feinstein, among many others.



Brown studied composition at the Eastman School of Music in
Rochester, NY, with Samuel Adler, Christopher Rouse, and Joseph
Schwantner. He lives with his wife, composer Georgia Stitt, and their
daughters in Nyack, NY. Brown is a proud member of the Dramatists
Guild and the American Federation of Musicians Local 802.
www.jasonrobertbrown.com.

Ashley Pérez Flanagan has Broadway credits

including Freestyle Love Supreme and Natasha, Pierre &
the Great Comet of 1812. Select Off-Broadway credits
include Oratorio for Living Things (Signature Theatre
and Ars Nova, Lortel Award), Safety Not Guaranteed
(BAM), The Connector (MCC Theater), The Beautiful
Lady (La MaMa), Morning//Mourning (HERE), In the
Green (LCT3, Lortel Award nomination), The Lucky Ones (Ars Nova), and
Hadestown (NYTW). Regional credits include Bye Bye Birdie (5th Avenue
Theatre), Williamstown Theatre Festival, Cowboy Bob (Alley Theatre),
The Tattooed Lady (Philadelphia Theatre Company, Barrymore Award
nomination), Life After (Goodman Theatre), A Crossing (Barrington
Stage Company), Moby-Dick (A.R.T.), The Great Comet of 1812 (A.R.T.),
Prometheus Bound (A.R.T.), Evita, West Side Story, and The Sound of
Music. Concerts include Carnegie Hall, Jazz at Lincoln Center, Joe’s
Pub, 54 Below. Film credits include The Kitchen.

Nasia Thomas just concluded her run as the princi-
pal standby for Cathy in the Broadway production of
The Last Five Years. She made her Broadway debut in
Beautiful: The Carole King Musical and went on to
perform in Ain’t Too Proud, Caroline or Change, and
as Anna of Cleves in the smash Broadway production
Six: The Musical. She made a powerful impression
starring as Cathy Hiatt in Out of the Box Theatrics’ award-winning
streamed production of The Last Five Years in 2021. Other credits
include Off-Broadway: Jelly’s Last Jam; select Regional: The Muny,
Sacramento Music Circus, and TUTS; and TV: The 4400 and Harlem.
Thomas is a proud graduate of Elon Music Theatre and the Governor’s
School for the Arts. IG: @nasiathomas




PEAK

PERFORMANCES

Staff Credits:

Wiley Hausam | Director

Taliyah Bethea | Marketing Assistant

Susan Case | Program Book Coordinator
Patrick Flood | Graphic Designer, Art Director
Martin Halo | Website Development

Michael Landes | Student Outreach Coordinator
Peg Schuler-Armstrong | General Manager
Jacob Stepansky | Company Manager

Hannah Walker | Interim Marketing Manager
Blake Zidell Associates | Media Representative

College of the Arts

Daniel Gurskis | Dean

Ronald L. Sharps | Associate Dean

Christine Lemesianou | Associate Dean

Amanda Gonzalez Carcione | Assistant Dean

Zacrah S. Battle | College Administrator

Nicole Archer | Chairperson, Department of Art and Design
Shea Scruggs | Director, John J. Cali School of Music
Kathleen Kelley | Chairperson, Department of Theatre and Dance
Wiley Hausam | Director, Arts + Cultural Programming
Hillery Makatura | Director, Performance Operations
Patricia Piroh | Director, Broadcast and Media Operations
Megan C. Austin | Director, University Galleries

Programs in this season were made possible, in part, by the Alexander Kasser Theater Endowment
Fund and PEAK Patrons.

PEAK Performances develops, presents, and produces a broad range of world-class dance, film,
master classes, music, opera and music theater, talks, and theater in the Alexander Kasser Theater on
the campus of Montclair State University for students,faculty, staff, and the general public. We are
building community through live performance. PEAK Performances is a program of the university’s
Arts + Cultural Programming Department.



College of the Arts

Hillery Makatura | Director

Cubby Terry | Facilities and Events Manager
Marlene Hamm | Interim Production Manager
Colin Van Horn | Technical Director

Kevin Johnson | Senior Production Engineer
Jason Flamos | Lighting Supervisor

Laurel Brolly | Business Manager

Jeff Lambert Wingfield | Box Office Manager
Jade Thomas | Patron Services Manager

Rayne Collins | Front of House Coordinator

Aboubacar Cisse, Abigail Drueding, Jacqueline Mancia Hernandez,
Shantel Maysonett, Ashley Wallis | Lead Ushers, Season 2025-26

Andrea Armando, Riona Askins, Aboubacar Cisse,
Jacqueline Mancia Hernandez, Audrey Lassanske, Shantel Maysonett,

Ben Renfrow | Box Office Lead Associates, Season 2025-26

MONTCLAIR

STATE UNIVERSITY

We respectfully acknowledge that Montclair State University occupies land in
Lenapehoking, the traditional and expropriated territory of the Lenape. As a state
institution, we recognize and support the sovereignty of New Jersey’s three state-
recognized tribes: the Ramapough Lenape, Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape, and Powhatan
Renape nations. We recognize the sovereign nations of the Lenape diaspora
elsewhere in North America, as well as other Indigenous individuals and communities
now residing in New Jersey. By offering this land acknowledgement, we commit to
addressing the historical legacies of Indigenous dispossession and dismantling
practices of erasure that persist today. We recognize the resilience and persistence
of contemporary Indigenous communities and their role in educating all of us about

justice, equity, and the stewardship of the land throughout the generations.
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