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Become a PEAK Member
Support groundbreaking art and enjoy exclusive 

perks all season long.

New LOWER Price:

  SENIOR/ALUMNI 
$75

  STANDARD 
$100

MORE Benefits:
2 FREE tickets to a select performance

FREE ticket exchanges
FREE parking at Red Hawk Deck

Priority seating access
Invitations to private member events

Join today at: peakperfs.org/memberships



About the Artist
Gabriel Kahane is a musician, writer, and storyteller.

Highlights of the 2025/26 season include collaborations 
with Roomful of Teeth, Attacca Quartet, and Jeffrey Kahane; 
conducting debuts with Santa Fe Pro Music and the San Antonio 
Philharmonic; composer-in-residence posts with the University of 
Iowa and the Charlotte Symphony; the world premiere of a new 
set of songs at the 92nd Street Y; and the Carnegie Hall premiere 
of If love will not swing wide the gates, a clarinet concerto written 
for Anthony McGill.

An avid theater artist, Kahane opened last season at Playwrights 
Horizons with the off-Broadway debut of two solo pieces, 
Magnificent Bird and Book of Travelers, the latter of which 
chronicled the composer’s 8,980-mile railway journey in the 
aftermath of the 2016 presidential election. His album and stage 
spectacle The Ambassador was produced at the BAM Next Wave 
Festival in 2014, under the direction of Tony winner John 
Tiffany. A musical, February House, written with the playwright 
Seth Bockley, received its New York premiere at the Public 
Theater in 2012. In 2018, Kahane made his Broadway debut with 
the score for Kenneth Lonergan’s play The Waverly Gallery, 
starring Elaine May, Lucas Hedges, and Michael Cera.

Kahane is known for tackling politically thorny subject matter 
in his work with subtlety and grace, perhaps most notably in 
his orchestral oratorio, emergency shelter intake form, which 
addresses economic inequality through the lens of homelessness 

Running time: Magnificent Bird: 75 minutes, no intermission.
Book of Travelers: 65 minutes, no intermission.



and housing insecurity and has been heard from London to 
New York to Chicago to San Francisco and beyond. He is also 
increasingly productive as a writer, with prose appearing in the 
Atlantic, the New Yorker, and the New York Times. Via the 
newsletter Words and Music, Kahane publishes bi-weekly 
essays on a variety of topics, all of which can be accessed at 
gabrielkahane.substack.com.

Kahane’s wide-ranging discography includes five albums as a 
singer-songwriter, several orchestral projects, a disc of chamber 
music (with the string quartet Brooklyn Rider), and various 
other collaborative albums. He has worked with an array of 
artists spanning the aesthetic gamut, from Phoebe Bridgers, 
Paul Simon, Sylvan Esso, Chris Thile, and Sufjan Stevens to the 
Danish String Quartet, Caroline Shaw, and Pekka Kuusisto, 
with whom he plays as the duo Council. The recipient of a 2021 
Charles Ives Fellowship from the American Academy of Arts and 
Letters, Kahane relocated to Portland, OR, in the spring of 2020, 
where he lives with his family and serves as Creative Chair of 
the Oregon Symphony, a post he has held since 2019.
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Staff Credits:
Wiley Hausam | Director

Taliyah Bethea | Marketing Assistant

Susan Case | Program Book Coordinator 

Patrick Flood | Graphic Designer, Art Director 

Martin Halo | Website Development

Michael Landes | Student Outreach Coordinator 

Peg Schuler-Armstrong | General Manager 

Jacob Stepansky | Company Manager

Hannah Walker | Interim Marketing Manager

Blake Zidell Associates | Media Representative 

College of the Arts
Daniel Gurskis | Dean

Ronald L. Sharps | Associate Dean

Christine Lemesianou | Associate Dean

Amanda Gonzalez Carcione | Assistant Dean

Zacrah S. Battle | College Administrator

Nicole Archer | Chairperson, Department of Art and Design 

Shea Scruggs | Director, John J. Cali School of Music

Kathleen Kelley | Chairperson, Department of Theatre and Dance 

Wiley Hausam | Director, Arts + Cultural Programming

Hillery Makatura | Director, Performance Operations

Patricia Piroh | Director, Broadcast and Media Operations

Megan C. Austin | Director, University Galleries 

Programs in this season were made possible, in part, by the Alexander Kasser Theater Endowment Fund 
and PEAK Patrons.

PEAK Performances develops, presents, and produces a broad range of world-class dance, film, master 
classes, music, opera and music theater, talks, and theater in the Alexander Kasser Theater on the 
campus of Montclair State University for students,faculty, staff, and the general public. We  are building 
community through live performance. PEAK Performances is a program of the university’s Arts + Cultural 
Programming Department.



College of the Arts
Performance Operations
Hillery Makatura | Director

Cubby Terry | Facilities and Events Manager

Marlene Hamm | Interim Production Manager

Colin Van Horn | Technical Director

Kevin Johnson | Senior Production Engineer

Jason Flamos | Lighting Supervisor

Laurel Brolly | Business Manager

Jeff Lambert Wingfield | Box Office Manager

Jade Thomas | Patron Services Manager

Rayne Collins | Front of House Coordinator

Aboubacar Cisse, Abigail Drueding, Jacqueline Mancia Hernandez, 
Shantel Maysonett, Ashley Wallis | Lead Ushers, Season 2025–26

Andrea Armando, Riona Askins, Aboubacar Cisse, 
Jacqueline Mancia Hernandez, Audrey Lassanske, Shantel Maysonett, 

Ben Renfrow | Box Office Lead Associates, Season 2025–26

We respectfully acknowledge that Montclair State University occupies land in 

Lenapehoking, the traditional and expropriated territory of the Lenape. As a state 

institution, we recognize and support the sovereignty of New Jersey’s three state- 

recognized tribes: the Ramapough Lenape, Nanticoke Lenni-Lenape, and Powhatan 

Renape nations. We recognize the sovereign nations of the Lenape diaspora 

elsewhere in North America, as well as other Indigenous individuals and communities 

now residing in New Jersey. By offering this land acknowledgement, we commit to 

addressing the historical legacies of Indigenous dispossession and dismantling 

practices of erasure that persist today. We recognize the resilience and persistence 

of contemporary Indigenous communities and their role in educating all of us about 

justice, equity, and the stewardship of the land throughout the generations.



“The joy of I AM is the joy of being
entirely yourself, entirely present in the moment. 

We are here, Brown and the performers seem 
to say—and we’ll keep being here, together,  

  dancing into the future.”
—THE NEW YORK TIMES

Thursday, February 12
7:30 P.M.

Alexander Kasser Theater



DANCE
THURSDAY  

FEB. 12
7:30 P.M.

MUSIC
THURSDAY  

FEB. 19
7:30 P.M.

MUSIC
SUNDAY  

FEB. 22
3:00 P.M

COMING SOON!
GET YOUR PEAK SEATS!

TICKETS START AT 

$20  

including ticketing fee.

Tickets for Montclair State University 
Students are FREE. 
Subject to availability.

TICKETS:973-655-5112 OR PEAKPERFS.ORG
ALEXANDER KASSER THEATER

One Normal Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07043


